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such by both the Yerushalmi and the Babli. It comprises a
vast collection of commentaries, glosses, explanations, amplifi-
cations and various applications of the biblical text.1 But in
addition, each Talmud also contains an immense amount of
haggadic material (much more in the Babli than in the Yeru-
shalmi}. The Mishnah is the work of the Tannaim (" teachers "
or " reciters "), who were divided into four generations, covering
the period from a.d. TO to 200, whilst five generations of
Amoraim ("interpreters"?), from a.d. 220 to 500, were re-
sponsible for the Talmud. The first compiler of the Babli was
Rabbi Ashi, of Sura in Babylonia, about 430. No doubt many
other writers have since had a hand in developing this tre-
mendous collection, which the Jews, overwhelmed by its bulk,
have called the " Ocean of the Talmud."
The contents of the Talmud are extraordinarily varied and
unequal in value. It contains history, legends, theological,
moral and even astrological speculations, in fact everything;
but it is the halachic material, that is to say the whole body
of teachings relating to religious jurisprudence, which forms the
main content of the work, and this must be the guide of any-
one who wishes to study the religious ideas and beliefs of Late
Judaism. The historical use of anything derived from the
Talmud is a delicate matter requiring great caution. Its com-
pilers had neither the means nor the will to be troubled by
critical scruples, and sometimes even disdained considerations
of common sense. Neither the Midrashim, nor the Mishnah,
nor the Talmud itself are very reliable from this point of view.
Their chronology, where they have any, is vague and confused ;
the attribution of teachings to a particular doctor often seems
doubtful; and there are irritating anachronisms by which
characters are introduced into scenes far removed in time from
the period in which they lived. One Jewish scholar has even
said that anachronism was the vital principle of the Haggadah 2
1 The Mishnah consists of 63 tractates divided into 6 sections or
sedarim (analysed in CCXCIX, 99 ff.). References are made by giving
the name of the particular tractate in question, e.g. Mishnah^ Bera-
koth, 20a. (Berakoth, or the Benedictions, is the first tractate of the col-
lection. The figure 20a corresponds to the paging of the standard edition
of Daniel Bomberg: Babli, 12 vols., Venice, 1520-3, and Yerushalmi,
I vol., Venice, 1524.) Sometimes the Tosephta (" addition " or " supple-
ment ") is also included. This again is divided into 6 sedarim, which
more or less correspond to those of the Mishnah. Cf. CCXCIX, 180.
3 Cited by Kalthoff, Was wissen wir von Jesus ?, Berlin, 1904, p. 39.
For instance, these -writings will often give the day on which an event
occurred, but not the year ! Cf. S. Zeitling, Megillat Taanit as a source
for Jewish chronology and history in the Hellenistic and Eoman period,
in Jewish Quart. Beview, New Series, vol. ix, 1918, and vol. x, 1919.

